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Strains and clinical material  
 Dr R Mulla and staff at the Luton and Dunstable Microbiology Department for providing sputa and 

urine and allowing staff to collect commensal organisms. 
 St Mary’s Hospital, Microbiology Department, London for allowing staff to collect commensal 

organisms. 
 Staff at the Mycobacterium Reference Unit, PHS Cardiff, for supplying material, strains and 

confirmatory testing. 

Provision and testing of isolates for the Bacteriology schemes 
 Ms V Hall, Anaerobe Reference Laboratory, PHS Cardiff, who provided and characterised 

anaerobe strains. 
 Colleagues in the Respiratory and Systemic Infection Laboratory, Laboratory of Healthcare 

Associated Infections, Sexually Transmitted Bacterial Reference Laboratory and the Laboratory of 
Enteric Pathogens, CfI, who provided and characterised bacterial strains. 

 Dr A Kearns and colleagues, HPA Staphylococcus Reference Laboratory. 
 Professor M Wilcox, Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust for his expert advice for the Clostridium 

difficile scheme 
 Dr H Malnick for expert advice on the suitability of bacteriology specimens prior to distribution. 

Antimicrobial Susceptibility scheme 
 Dr D Brown for his expert advice. 
 Dr T Winstanley, Royal Hallamshire Hospital, Sheffield and Ms J Andrews, Antimicrobial 

Chemotherapy Laboratory, City Hospital, Birmingham and colleagues in the HPA, Antibiotic 
Resistance Monitoring and Reference Laboratory assisted with the confirmatory testing.   

Mycology scheme 
 Dr E Johnson, HPA Bristol for the provision of expert advice and characterised strains. 
 Dr C Moore, Regional Mycology Laboratory, Manchester for antifungal susceptibility. 
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Virology and Bacterial Serology schemes 

 HPA laboratories in Bristol (Dr D Carrington), Southampton (Mrs S Mason), Newcastle (Dr M 
Valappil), Birmingham (Dr E.G Smith) for performing tests for various virology and bacterial 
serology schemes.  

 Departments based at HPA Centre for Infection (CfI): Virus Reference Division (Dr John Parry, 
Pam Litton and Heather Lawson) and the Laboratory of Hospital Acquired Infection (Ilka 
McCormick-Smith). 

 Dr L Hesketh, Royal Preston Hospital, for characterisation of specimens for rubella IgM detection 
 Dr R Anderson and Ms M Bentley from the National Institute of Biological Standards and Controls 

for calibration of sera for hepatitis B surface antigen detection and rubella IgG respectively. 
 Colleagues at the Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh and The Royal Free Hospital, London, for 

characterisation of Erythrovirus B19 (parvovirus) and EBV/Rubella IgM serum specimens 
respectively. 

 Colleagues at the Gloucester Royal Hospital for assaying specimens for HBsAg and other HB 
markers, anti-HIV, HAV , CMV, VZV and Rubella IgM using the bioMérieux Vidas.  

 Colleagues at Bristol (Dr D Carrington); Newcastle (Dr M Valappil); Sheffield (Dr P M Zadik); 
Birmingham (Dr E.G Smith), and Manchester (Dr A J L Turner), who provide reference testing for 
Syphilis serology. 

 Colleagues at St Georges Hospital, London for anti-HCV testing. 
 The National Blood Service at Colindale for supplying human plasma and testing for blood borne 

viruses.  
 Dr M Outlaw at the National Collection of Pathogenic Viruses for the supply of characterised virus 

isolates.   

Molecular testing 
 HPA laboratories in Birmingham (Dr E G Smith and Ms S Gardiner), Bristol (Dr D Carrington and 

Dr I B Vipond), Cambridge (Dr H Jalal), Manchester (Dr M Guiver) and Southampton (Mrs S 
Mason) 

 Staff at University Hospital of Wales (Dr S Corden), Sheffield Teaching Hospital (Prof G Kudesia), 
London Teaching Hospitals of St Mary’s (Dr D Muir), St Thomas’ NHS Trust (Dr S O’Shea), Royal 
Free Hampstead NHS Trust (Dr G Clewley and Wendy Labbett), University College Hospital (Mr S 
Rice), Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh (Dr S M Burns) and University Hospital of Aintree (Dr M 
Rothburn). 

 Departments based at HPA Centre for Infection (CfI): Applied and Functional Genomics Unit 
(AFGU), Dr C Arnold and Dr L Cross, for confirmatory testing for mycobacteria by molecular 
method. Virus Reference Department (VRD), Dr S Beddows, for HPV reference testing 

 Collaboration with the Scottish HPV Reference Laboratory (SHPVRL), Prof H Cubie and Dr C 
Moore, for providing material and reference testing for the HPV detection scheme. 

 

Parasitology distributions and the associated teaching schemes 
 Dr P Chiodini, Mrs M Manser and Ms H Edwards at the Hospital for Tropical Diseases (HTD), 

London for the organisation of these schemes 
 PHS at Swansea (Dr E Guy), and the Microbiology Departments at Raigmore Hospital (Dr D Ho-

Yen) and St. George’s Hospital, Tooting (Dr R Holliman) for their active collaboration in the 
toxoplasma serology distributions also organised at HTD.  
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